Results of a questionnaire returned by 20 doctors giving information of 249 schools showed that many of the rooms made available to school health services are inadequate in terms of physical resources and privacy. A higher set of standards is recommended to enable schools and pupils to derive maximum benefit from community paediatric services.
inadequate rooms and poor heating. This paper investigates the facilities provided to the school health teams by one education authority.
For a 100 years, school health services have provided a school based programme of child health surveillance, health promotion, prevention of communicable disease, immunisation, paediatric advice to teachers, school based management of medical conditions, and advice on safety in schools to the local education authority. There are important opportunities for counselling, health promotion, and provision of information and resources that will minimise the effects of special needs on the child's ability to learn.
The duty of the local education authority to provide facilities for medical consultation in schools is laid down in the 1977 NHS Act. setting. In comparison with an outpatient -appointment, the school doctor can provide a service that is very well informed about the child's needs both at home and at school, as well as providing monitoring through the school nursing service thus ensuring the child misses the minimum amount of teaching for that particular appointment. These aspirations cannot be realised in surroundings that fail to convince parents that they are receiving a professional and specialist service.
RECOMMENDATIONS
We recommend that more specific advice is needed on standards of accommodation for medical rooms at school and how they are used. Rooms should be quiet and private so that conversations cannot be overhead and other pupils or staff should not be able to see into the room. During a medical session the room should be out of bounds to pupils and staff and free from unscheduled interruptions. Rooms should be at least as large as consulting rooms in outpatient clinics or surgeries, warm (650F), and their furnishings should provide a relaxed environment in which consultations can take place. Teachers, parents, and pupils need information about the school health services so that the optimum value can be obtained through having a paediatrician visit the school.
